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Smartphones. Who in this room does not own one? We ail know how Important they are
to our lives; storing photos, saving important conversations and generally making our
lives more efficient. Now what if our memory had such powers? | want you all to imagine
your memory like @ smartphone. You're remarkably good at remembering and storing
things in your head, like conversations; remembering them word for word and what
people were wearing from any day in the past because they posted a picture of
themselves onto social media. Your exact age in days, what the weather was like during
a certain time four years ago and all the capital cities in the world. Now from what |
know, none of us in this room have the ability of this superpower. However, my main
character does, but it's not considered a superpower, but rather a mental iliness:
asperger syndrome. Hello everybody my name is Mark Haddon and today with this
speech | will explain why you all will definitely read my nove[;.\"l'he Curious incident of
The Dog in the Night-time’- by giving you publishers the intriguing plot summary and a
rundown of the protagonist.

Let me introduce you to the protagonist and the narrator of the novel, Chiristopher John
-Francis Boon, a fifteen year old boy who suffers from an autism spectruri condition.
Christopher is a keen mathermatical student, has photographic memory and is extremely
observant. However, he has difficulties understanding typical human behaviour, such as
sarcasm, gestures and relationships. “l do not like strangers because | do not like people |
have never met before. They are hard o understand.” This is a piece of dialogue from the
novel whigh portrays the theme of ‘Encounters Beyond the Familiar' through the
characterifation of Christopher as fearful of the unknown. Christopher dreams of being
an astronaut because to him being in space will keep him away from everyone else, as
he prefers to be alone most of the time. However, he does own a pet rat named Toby
whom he considers his friend and family member. Christopher has many traits which
sets him apart from other people. He is unable to recogni;e facial expressions other than
“happy” and "sad” and has difficulties understanding metaphors as he takes them
literally. “l think a metaphor should be called a lie because a pig is not like a day and )
people do not have skeletons in their cupboards.” This is another piece of dialogue which
shows his frustration with his inability to understand metaphors. This portrays the theme

of ‘Crossing Borders’ as he believes a metaphor should be a lie while most of‘thc.atworld
would disagree with him. 27 Linge bace & WJ\S/%VJ y 4

‘Crossing Borders’ is a theme that plays a big part in Christopher's experiences

throughout the novel. He has to be brave and try new things in order to succeed, such as—-
_his investigations. ‘| don't talk to strangers, but I'm doing detective work.” As

Christopher states, he doesn’t usually talk to strangers but he knows he must if he is to

complete his investigation. Exams can be a challenging experience and have an element

oesh’t 7&/‘5-‘_\/.
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I hope this short summary of the protagonist in the novel has caught your attention to
read The Curioys Incident of The Dog in the Night-time, Thank youl

Reyaan Alj
12 ENS1 - Kritikos










Smartphones. Who in this room does not own one? We all know how important they are
to our lives; storing photos, saving important conversations and generally making our
lives more efficient. Now what if our memory had such powers? | want you all to imagine
your memory like a smartphone. You're remarkably good at remembering and storing
things in your head, like conversations; remembering them word for word and what
people were wearing from any day in the past because they posted a picture of
themselves onto social media. Your exact age in days, what the weather was like during
a certain time four years ago and all the capital cities in the world. Now from what |
know, none of us in this room have the ability of this superpower. However, my main
character does, but it's not considered a superpower, but rather a mental iliness:
asperger syndrome. Hello everybody my name is Mark Haddon and today with this
speech | will explain why you all will definitely read my novel;.\’rhe Curious Incident of
The Dog in the Night-time’- by giving you publishers the intriguing plot summary and a
rundown of the protagonist.

Let me introduce you to the protagonist and the narrator of the novel, Christopher John

Francis Boon, a fifteen year old boy who suffers from an autism spectrum condition.
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Hi all. | am Mark Haddo yoser. First and foremost, 1°d like to thanlk all of
you for being here today to listen to me. I am truly honoured.

During my earlier works in the eighties, I spent several months at a learning centre where [
worked with people labelled as ‘disabled’. It was there that I learned, that these people were
far from disabled, and rather abled in their own spectacular ways. Since then 1 have made it
my mission to show people how extraordinary they can be and to challenge our perceptions.
It was this experience that inspired me to create my most recent piece ‘The Curious Incident
of the Dog in the Night-time’, a tale about an intelligent young boy with Asperger’s
syndrome. One filled with adventure, borders, unfamiliarity and wander.

(——Christopher John Francis Boone is a fifteen-year-old boy who is on the autism spectrum.

Contrary to popular misconceptions, Christopher is a high functioning individual, meaning he
i cognitively more gifted than others on the spectrum. He can tell you all about astronomy
and can solve math problems with no problem. One thing he cannot do however, is to interact
with those around him in ways which we consider ‘normal’. Imagine this, you and your
friends are making fun of each other as a joke and you say something which triggers a poker
face. Any one of us could figure out that perhaps the joke went too far and that they have
become upset. Christopher cannot process this and thus, for him, day to day interactions
become a challenge much like others on the spectrum. The line taken straight from
Christopher’s internal thoughts ‘1.do not like strangers because I do not like people I have
never met before. They are hard to understand’ outlines what he considers a challenge out
of his comfort zone. His perceptions also contribute to his personality and interests, Justifying
his wish to become an astronaut, alone in space reflected in the background of the cover page.
Moreover, the inclusion of a rather graphic foreground scene blends effortlessly with the
concept of unfamiliarity and mystery. Many of the conflicts I have created within my novel
heavily emphasise the emotional challenges Christopher and those alike face and follow his
thought process and development when venturing through encounters beyond his familiar,
empowering responders in feeling a sense of support and understanding within the wider
community.

My novel explores the idea of crossing one’s borders into uncharted territory and opening to
things we would stray away from. In the context of my protagonist, the borders lay in the -
interaction with people physically. This concept is developed into in his character seamlessly
when looking at the key line ‘I don’t talk to strangers, but I’m doing detective work’
where his determination for solving the mystery conflicts and outcompetes the strong ties to
his personal borders. Also underlining the importance of crossing borders when seeking to
grow as an individual as Christopher realises that he ‘can do anything you anything...?” in
proud response to reflecting on how far he has come. I believe the example set by
Christopher can also inspire responders to cross their borders into bettering themselves.

Of course, we cannot forget those who play major roles in the lives of people like
Christopher. From [amily and friends to carers, the people around them also face
unfamiliarity and are forced to wander into realms that they don’t understand. The supporting
characters in the novel all face problems that somewhat stem back to the challenges of raising
a child like Christopher. From affairs and frustration to abandonment, resentment and regret.
The first-person narration in Christopher’s perspective keeps to its purpose in enlightening
and welcoming responders into the mind of those different from them while also unfolding its
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By: Alex Dassanayake
Class: ENS1

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time Speech

“My name Is Christopher John Francis Boone. I know all the countries of the world and their capitals
and every prime number up to 7,507. “These are the words introducing us to a character that beautifully
portrays the idea of encounters beyond the familiar and is one of the many reasons why The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is an excellent opportunity to publish a terrific novel. Narratives
are always about the characters, the ways in which their ideas and values are challenged and how they are
thrust into new, unfamiliar environments which reshape and reform their understanding of the individuals
that surround them. This idea of encounters beyond the familiar is reflected in this quote by Jhumpa
Lahiri; “From the beginnings of literature, poets and writers have based their narratives on crossing
borders, on wandering, on exile, on encounters beyond the familiar,” suggesting that the most memorable
stories are those which engulf the idea of encounters beyond the familiar. This idea is deeply woven into
my book, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, which pits our protagonist Christopher and
his wonderfully abstract mind, at a turning point in his life, leading us through his world, showing us hlS
conflicts and challenging our perceptions of him and individuals like him.

Christopher’s endeavour to solve the curious incident of the dog matures into attempts at harmoni%ing
with the world that surrounds him, accentuating the core idea of encounters beyond the familiar. From his

~ introduction; “My name ig Chrzstopher John Francis Boone. I kmow all the countries of the world and
their capitals and every prime number up to 7,507. ”jt is made apparent through truncated sentences and
matter-of-fact statements that Christopher is “different”. Christopher conveys the mind of a child shown
in his naivety, simple wording and apparent discern for other people, but his intelligence reminds us that
he is not just a child. But Christopher still struggles to instate order to his world as we learn he doesn't
like loud noises, the colours yellow & brown and how he would like to be an astronaut because he would
like “being on [his] own in a tiny spacecraft thousands and thousands of miles away from the surface of
the earth” in self-imposed isolation. But is Christopher so different to any of us? He clearly states his
goals as “I'm going to take my A level in Maths and I'm going to get an A grade. ”/ﬁ) which we may find
unreal at first but when Christopher's core values of honesty and trust are betrayed by his father, he is set
on a journey that would change his life, dragging him into the unknown, such as the London
Underground. It may sound laughable, but for an individual such as Christopher, the Underground can be
a scary place which is highlighted when his “brain [isn't] working properly” due to the loud noises,
hordes of people and sensory overload. However, after his escapade from Swindon to London and
succession in his A maths test with an A grade, we confirm that his final remarks “ wrote a book and
that means I can do anything. " hold real weight, Christopher’s character truly radiates the idea of
encounters beyond the familiar as he regresses to begin understanding the individuals that encompass
him.

However, it is not just Christopher that is forced into the unfamiliar. By cleverly using Christopher in first
person, we are detached from our perceptions of people like Christopher, and thrust into an unfamiliar
perspective forcing us to consider new ideas. Christopher’s disparity is emphasized with his
misunderstanding of facial expressions, where the visual iconography of emoticons represent the facial
expressions which he is “unable to say what they [mean]” while dually establishing that Christopher’s
mind works better with pictures. These aspects, coupled with the literal mindset and self-imposing
isolation, of Christopher are quintessential in exposing us to a foreign perspective, creating interest within






us and making for a very insightful read. While exposing us to the unfamiliar, Christopher allows for us
to empathise with him, gain insight and develop an understanding for individuals like Christopher.

Now, I know that we’re pressed for time and this is a little unorthodox, but I would like to propose a book
cover and explain why it should be the published cover. We see Christopher, presumably on one of his
late night walks, with his world contained inside a bubble. Quadratic equations, constellations, the
simplest of emotions, red cars and his hometown of Swindon, represent what he finds comforting but also
what he uses to instate order amidst the somewhat chaotic world outside. But of course, the pitchfork
plunges into Wellington, the dog, and begins to pop his bubble. The line between his world and reality
begin to blend, the train tracks lead him away to London, the yellow car represents the super bad days just
outside, the confusing facial expressions depict the unknown perspectives of other individuals while the
unordered stars reflect the disarray and lack of understanding Christopher has of the world that surrounds
him, each of which he will encounter throughout the book.

Encounters beyond the familiar is of utmost importance when crafting an outstanding narrative and is a
key benefactor in what I’m sure will be the eventual success of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time. I am certain that Christopher's character amongst all of the books brilliant features, will grant
readers an exciting opportunity to gain new insight. I thank you for your time and hope you consider
Cpiiblishing fhe book. T

———
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Speech Transcript

Emotions are believed to shape human experience and our perception of the world,
however, imagine a life where you are barely able to recognise the difference between
happiness and sadness. This is what it is like to express and understand emotion on a day to
day basis of an individual living with Autism Spectrum Disorders. Good morning, my name is
Mark Haddon and | am the author of the ’The@riousﬁcident of theﬁog in the Might time’.
My story delves into the life of the narrator of the story, Christopher Boone, a 15-year-old
boy living with ASD. As someone who has worked with autistic children my prime objective
writing and publishing this story and cover is for you all as readers to generate a new found
understanding and acceptance of the differences and challenges experienced by individuals
with autism. Throughout the novel we as readers are exposed to the challenges and
differences faced by such individuals, the challenges faced by those raising these individuals
and how these differences and challenges are overcome throughout the novel allowing you
readers to understand and develop acceptance and understanding towards people with
autism.

In my nove! | have encapsulated the challenges and differences faced by people with ASD
through the protagonist Christopher Boone. People with ASD often struggle to cope with
the world around them, particularly due to the overcrowded. and overwhelming nature of .
how society functions. | have represented these challenges and differences throughout my
novel using extensive and skilful techniques. “And when | am in a new place, because | see
everything, it is like when a computer is doing too many things at the same time and the
central processor unit is blocked up and there isn’t any space left to think about other
things”, through the use of internal dialogue and comparison | have depicted these
difficulties in this quote. The comparison to a computer delineates the challenges faced by
an individual with ASD in processing information and emotion, Christopher accepts this
without any reasoning other than that he is unable to. Individuals with ASD depend on
predictability in a world that is often so random, surrounded by other people whose social
and emotional reality they don’t truly understand, this leaves them very prone to
meltdowns. “Do you remember once when we were shopping? You were frightened
because of the people in the shop and you crouched on the floor and put your hands on
your ears... but you wouldn’t let me touch you, you just lay on the floor and screamed and
bang your hands and feet on the floor.fThEs vighette provided in a letter by Christopher’s
mothers, gives us an insight into this characteristic of an individual with ASD and the
differences in behaviour of an autistic individual because of this inability to cope with the
world around them. Through this insight into the mind of an individual with autism, | have
conveyed the challenges and differences it gy like processing information and emotions
and in the behaviour of an individual with autism. Now stop and think to yourself did you
ever consider how difficult it would be to cope in the real world with these differences.

Raising a child with autism is filled with challenges. Parents can find it difficult and
overwhelming, especially when other people do not understand. In my novel, | have
illustrated the difficulties and challenges faced by those raising a child with autism.
Christopher’s mother Judy specifically feels the pressures of raising a child with autism.
Christopher’s parents are divorced however his father, Ed lies and tells Christopher that his
mum has died, when in reality she has left them. “At home, your father and | had a huge






argument, He blamed me for getting cross with you”. This shows us the difficulties Judy had
in coping with Christopher’s differences, to the point where it would strike her anger and
affected the relationship between her and Ed. Similarly, in the real world, studies have
shown that stress of being a parent to a child with a disability takes a massive toll on
families, for parents of children with Autism, this is even more noticeable with divorce rates
of up to 80%. Christopher’s father Ed is depicted as being the parent able to cope with his
sons’ differences, however some of these differences like inability to follow instructions and
read emotions cause problems between the father and son. This is especiaily shown
throughout the novel where Christopher is adamant to solve the murder of Wellington the
dog to which Ed commands Christopher to “just try and keep your nose out of other
people’s business”. This command was met with Christopher’s persistence because of
inability to fully comprehend and obey these instructions. His father who is normally
tolerant expresses his anger towards this behaviour through narrated actions, “Father
banged the steering wheel with his fist’ and angry dialogue like “I said leave it for gods
sake”. This anger shows that even patient individuals can struggle with the challenges of
raising a child with autism. The strength and patience | have developed in Ed Boones
character allows readers to develop an appreciation for parents of autistic children asit is a
challenging task.

The latest design of the book cover attempts to unpack the complexities of Christopher’s
- character. At the centre of the page there is a large head that readers would assume is

Christopher’s, this head is the salient image and immediately draws the audiences and
readers attention, hence alluding to them that he is the main character. Christopher’s brain
exhibits the title of the novel in different sized bubbles that are all jumbied up. This
represents his disoriented nature in specific situations and interactions with individuals, an
example of this in the novel is when he is questioned by a police officer and isn’t able to
handle this questioning, to which he reacts by attacking the officer. Each of these bubbles
illustrate some of his interests and differences. One of these interests is the murder of
Wellington hence an image of a dead dog, another the solar system and an astronaut
representing his interest in astronomy and dream of becoming an astronaut, the letter is
representative of the letters his mother sent to him. The individuals at the bottom of the
page represent society and Christopher’s black and white view of the world, this is
symbolised by the black individuals in contrast with the white background.

In my novel you as readers are placed into the point of view of an individual with autism.
This allows you all to experience the challenges and difficulties faced by these individuals
first hand. | believe that all readers will develop a new found acceptance and appreciation
towards individuals with autism and those who raise them. My goal was for readers to
develop a point of view of Christopher that changes many already set stigmas towards
individuals with autism. Views of pity and sympathy replaced by understanding and
acceptance, My story is one of few that really raise awareness and educate readers on ASD
hence the reason | believe you should all publish my novel.

Zaynab Kdouh
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English Pitch

Close your eyesand irriagine, you are a 15 year old boy, your favourite subject in school is
physics and maths, you love astronomy and have a dream to travel into space one day. You
would rather be alone all by yourself with no friends and you find it hard to read expressions
on peoples facgf To you the world is merely black and white, anything abstract or out of the
ordinary may send you into frenzy, and certain things irritate you such as lying or seeing a
certain colour which may provoke you. You live at home with your dad and your relationship
is strained, he does not understand you and you do not understand him. While you see
ourself as ordinary, you perceive other people such as your dad and peers as different.

o_d;m@(fﬂlow open your eyes. You have just envisioned the protagonist of my latest novel “The

LA
" €

Curious Incident of the dog in the night time” Now the best way to tell you about my story is

/_w!" how | came up with the idea. My inspiration came from an idol of mine Jhumpa Lahiri who

once famously said “From the beginning of literature poets and writers have based their
narratives on crossing borders on wondering on exile on encounters beyond the familiar.”

In the early 80’s | spent several months w. glsjg’g\at an adult training centre, where | assisted
people with learning disabilities, during the/months I spent with them, [ learnt that their
differences should not be seen as something abnormal rather it should be considered that
these people simply see the world in a different way.

In my book the protagonist of the story “Christopher Boone” suffers from a form of autism
called asperger's syndrome. People with Asperger's syndrome are born with a
developmental disorder affecting their ability to effectively socialise and communicate, this
effects Christopher’s social skills and capabilities to Ente;rP cl v&itq\_%?_gple which overall leads
to a complexity of relationships. This is demonstrated t ugzi: my book when Christopher
states “You also have to be someone who would like being on their own in a tiny spacecraft
thousands and thousands of miles away” The internal dialogue in Christopher’s mind depicts
the extent of his despisal of others. Christopher like others with Asperger's opt to be alone
and generally don't form large friendship circles. In addition to this people with asperger's
syndrome often have strained family relationships, this is especially evident in the
relationship between Christopher and his parents. The quote “ | think that was when |
realized you and your father were better off if | wasn't living in the same house”

This reflective statement shows us that Judy (his mother) could not cope with Christopher’s
differences and led her to leave the house and abandon her only child.

| have also modelled the shared experiences of many teenagers who suffer from some type
of disability and their experience of being different and being an individual going against
society, Societies perspective against people with disabilities is represented through one of
my characters Mr Shears when he states “What's he going to do? There's no school for him
to go to. We've both got jobs. It's bloody ridiculous.” the use of symbolism dialogue from Mr
shears symbolises societies attitudes towards asperger's syndrome and autistic children as
shown through his dialogue with Mrs Boone. Mr Rogers implies that Christopher or any kid
with a disability wouldn't fit in a regular school and this proves society's misconceptions
about disabled children. Christopher has to endure these misconceptions made against him.



Moreover my book is moulded where both teenagers with or without a disability share a
common desire, which is the struggle to be independent. Christopher's goal in the novel
resembles that of many teenage goals in today's world which is to become independent and
find his role in the world but due to his condition, Christopher cannot be as independent as
he would iike. Since he has trouble understanding other people, dealing with new
environments, and making decisions when confranted with an overload of new information,
for instance, he has difficulty going places by himself, this is shown in the book when
Christopher hits a police officer for a very insignificant act. Christopher, however, still has the
typical teenage desire to do what he wants and take care of himself without anyone else
telling him what to do we see this when Christopher states "And | Know | can do this,
because | went L.ondon on my own, and because i figured out who killed wellington? And |
found my mother and | was brave and | wrote a book that shows | can do anything” This
illustrates Christopher's actions in struggling to be independent.

In addition | have designed my book cover to illustrate how the world is perceived through
Christopher’s mind. His simple minded view gf good and bad is portrayed by black and white
salience; setting a dejected tone. The image of Christopher’s head facing down also creates
a vector leading to the dead dog, raising questions in the reader's mind to incentivize reading
of the book.

It is evident that my novel The curious incident of the dog in the night time has the potential
to reach a wider audience as it provides a unique insight into the mindset of a child with ASD
and allows us to explore the effects it has on their thought process, the way they interpret
emotions and their ability to communicate with others. It crosses the borders of what we
perceive to be normal thought and behaviour which as Jhumpa Lanhiri states is the basis of
all successful narratives. J




The Curious Incident of the Dog in
the Night Time







