Pond.

Clive gripped the end of his makeshift fishing rod. His frail hands tremored, creating ripples
in the water. The clear spot on the bank was as comfortable as any rocking chair, worn bare
by decades of quiet contemplation and laughs. It was awfully mild for a winter’s day. The
saplings at the water’s edge that he knew as a boy, now sheltered him with their vast
canopies. The tall grass speckled the bank with their faded green and hazy yellow blades, the

hum of cicadas permeating the warm air.

He scrunched the cloth, dabbing it excessively on his rapidly receding hairline. Clive knew
he shouldn’t have come today, the weather was sickly suffocating; the swampy tang from the
stagnant pools of creeping slime created an unsettling lump in his throat. He could still feel
the magic of the place, but it had changed, moved on to something more complex and mature,
after his grandfather passed. The lake had aged along with him, a constant confidant and
companion in his life. As he casted his line, he casted his mind too, back to the beginning,

back to the wonders of the pond for a boy.

“Come on, slowpoke” teased a young Clive, his feet squelched in the mud and for the first
time he saw the bank, which had blossomed like an oasis; like the great oasis in his
grandfather's stories. His grandfather followed behind, his straw hat tattered like his will. But

he would never show that to Clive, instead he flashed him a toothy grin.

It was the first lesson his grandfather taught him out of the many to come. And it would tie
them together for the rest of their lives. Knot tied, Clive tossed the reel, the sharp rays of the

sun pierced his vision.

Only minutes passed but young Clive’s adolescent impatience saw nothing but hours ticking

by, his patience stretched thin.



“Gramps when are we actually going to catch anything?” questioned Clive, scratching at a

mosquito bite.

Gramps simply chuckled. He skilfully worked his lines with the tips of his fingers, patiently,
squinting towards his red and white bobber for the small ripples in the water he knew would
come. And there, after a mere half an hour the bobber sunk deep into the nonchalant waters

and Clive gasped at the sudden ripples of waters whilst he drew the line in.

“It’s ..50.. fat” struggled Clive, pulling the reel towards his chest as if clinging onto his life
Gramps dropped his own rod, cupping Clive’s tiny hands. He drove the fish to the surface its
muscular tail smacked against the water, droplets glittered onto their bare faces; which

caused them to chortle in unison.

“You’ve got quite the catch” Gamps observed, the yellow glint of the bass’s tail, its limp tail
flopped against the grass patch. It was in that moment Clive’s mousy eyes shone in
admiration for his grandfather. His patience. His Wisdom. His strength. An illumination of

who he wanted to be.

Clive fished and pestered his grandfather for hours that day. But he would nod in agreement
or chuckle at Clive whilst he waffled on about utter nonsense. They sat on the bank and ate
the lunch that they had brought in the old cooler. Hearty slices of roast pork slathered with
slabs of yellow butter and sandwiched between layers of cheese and ham with lettuce and

tomato. Throwing the crusts out to the ducks- crumbs sticking on their mud stained t-shirts.

world.

K A X

A rough tug pulled Clive out of his trance, the bobber clearly had clearly sunk to the bottom,

causing him to strain forward.
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Year 12 English Examination for Module C 2019

STANDARD
5 mins reading time

30 mins writing time

Question 1: 3 MARKS

What is the purpose of your 500 word composition? How do you represent this purpose
in your writing?
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Question 2: 5 MARKS

How has your exploration of Ray Bradbury’s short story ‘The Pedestrian’ influenced the
creative choices you made in your 500 word composition?
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Question 3: 10 MARKS

What criteria would you use to judge an effective piece of writing? Evaluate your 500
word composition, exploring how effectively your composition meets such criteria.
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English Advanced Assessment 2 50

The Gift

Graham watch_ed the clock on the wall, one hand tapping to the seconds in double time, the
other fingering at E. H. Carr's What is History, a gift his son had given him three days earlier
upon reluctant arrival at the isolated farmhouse. It had been gifted with insistence that the
book was an easy read and had been received with certainty of disinterest in the fopic.
Three nights later and the broad spine remained uncracked, comfortably carrying

innumerable pages of scholarly assertions and historical jargon.

The door sounded behind him as Henry moved into the room, dropping his own book onto
the coffee table. Since unceremoniously moving out of home, Henry had had the permanent
look of someone who should always have either a book or a briefcase in their hand,
someone who looked profoundly wrong in anything other than a tweed jacket. Even the
flannel and jeans he now donned he wore like a uniform, something to dress up in for the

right occasion or the right person.

“Enjoying the book, then?" Henry was watching Graham’s hand where it lingered on the
gold-embossed book cover, one of a series of gifts that forced Graham to keep a dictionary

by his bed, an exercise he found both demeaning and irksome.

The scrutiny tightened his stomach, the childish fear of reprimand and disappointment
quickening his heartbeat and the threat of perceived ineptitude weighing on his tongue.
Henry's eyes were on him now, waiting and wanting further proof, Graham suspected, of his

inadequacy as a father and an educated man.

“Ah, yes, very good.”



English Advanced Assessment 2

"How far through are you?" Henry watched him from the armchair across the room, his

hands folded neatly in his lap.

‘A few pages.”

“A few pages?”

Heat rolled up the back of Graham'’s neck and he tugged at the collar of his shirt, each limb
squirming to remove itseif from his body. His toes curled; his foot bounced: he craved being

what he felt like — an animal, screeching and clawing at its cage.

“I'm just getting an idea of the overview before [ dive in."

“That shouldn't be too hard.”

Graham looked at him. Looked at his charitable smile. Looked at the glossy leather shoes
under his farm-boy uniform:. Looked at Henry's book, spine cracked io the point of
disintegration, half as thick as it was wide. Looked at the shine of Henry's modest eyes.
Looked at his own book across the kitchen. Smooth and unblemished — a picture book by

comparison, and yet so undoable.

He stood.
Picked up the book.

Moved to the bedroom:.

The room was dark and cool and unconcerned with the extent of Graham’s education,

Without Henry, the entire farmhouse was empty and quiet and indifferent to which books he




English Advanced Assessment 2 >0

read. Intellect was not something he'd considered important before Henry was born. Not

something he'd ever needed. Not something he'd considered attaining.

The book sat closed in his lap. The clock ticked above his head. The wrinkles of his hands
created valleys in the darkness. His brain whirred until there was nothing to go through it,
coming to a slow, familiar stand-still.

He picked up the book; placed it on the bedside table. Reached across fo turn on the radio.

He sat back as Alan Jones' invective filled the room.




ADVANCED
> mins reading time

30 mins writing time

- Question 1: 3 MARKS

What is the purpose of your 500 word composition? How do you represent this purpose
Il your writing?
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Question 2: 5 MARKS

How has your exploration of Gwen Harwood’s poem ‘Father and Child’ influenced the
creative choices you made in your 500 word composition?
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Question 3: 10 MARKS

What criteria would you use to judge an effective piece of writing? Evaluate your 500
word composition, exploring how effectively your composition meets such criteria.
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Year 12 English Examination for Module C 2019

(A —— .
s 4{‘?'?’*?{\ FORT e

ADVANCED
5 mins reading time

30 mins writing time

Question 1: 3 MARKS

What is the purpose of your 500 word composition? How do you represent this purpose
in your writing?
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Question 2: 5§ MARKS

How has your exploration of Gwen Harwood'’s poem ‘Father and Child’ influenced the
creative choices you made in your 500 word composition?
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Question 3: 10 MARKS

What criteria would you use to judge an effective piece of writing? Evaluate your 500
word composition, exploring how effectively your composition meets such criteria.
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Student number: 18
Word count: 546

A Blazing of Orange

A single flicker of flame licked up the leg of my desk chair, like a deranged child in a candy
store. One blink and it was at the tabletop, spreading triumphantly across long-forgotten exam
papers, last week's to be exact. | watched biankly, unsure how to react as it absorbed a box of
tropical-flavoured Tic Tacs that had been there since last Christmas. | knew a box of photos,
seventeen years of awkward no-teeth smiles and sweaty soccer memories, sat in the cupboard
next to the desk. One minute there, the next surrounded by dancing light, and that's when the
door burst open.

“What the hell are you doing?!”, my sister Jo screeched. “We need to go!”

| nodded absently and let her drag me back into the haliway, feeling a bead of sweat set off on
its voyage over the plane of my cheekbone. | pivoted my focus back to the stairs obstructing our
escape, only for something to snag it at the upper corner of my vision. The jaded carpet in the
study was a field of flames, shooting up like blades of grass, and when | blinked there were
three little girls there, having handstand competitions and laughing until they were red in the
face. .

“Cheater!” the tallest one yelled, and the Cheshire-cat grin on her face was such a punch to the
gut that | literally doubled over, catching myself on the banister and wincing as it seared my
palm.

Jo's voice struggled to infiltrate the water besieging my head, but she managed to hook a fist
into my nightshirt, and tug me down the last few steps. We heaved out the door and ran halfway
up the driveway before stopping to look back, a blazing of orange demanding the attention of
anyone in a five kilometre radius.

“| thought we told you not to burn the house down?", my dad half-heartedly joked an hour later,
but his wrinkled eyes were definitely thanking the gods with flowers and fruit baskets. Our mum
arrived moments later, hugging us both quickly before bustling over to the itching police officers.
| followed out of a comparable restlessness, a twisted fraction of me wishing I'd thought to grab
my phone on the way out.

“Now ma’am we have here that there are five residents at this address? Yourself, your husband
and three daughters? If your child moves out of home, you need to make sure you update the
records.”

| felt a slimy, black tar inch up my throat, probably the same one my mother just swallowed back
down with a huge bob of her neck. She recovered faster, as always, and with 2 wipe of that
enviable, invisible cloth her features smoothed back over, mouth reanimated.

“Ahem, yes sorry, our eldest... passed away,” Another swallow. "Just a few months ago.”

"Oh ma'am, I'm so sorry for your loss, | can't imagine.”

He shot a weak, apologetic smile my way, and [ could feel the pity rolling ofi him in tangible
waves. | lifted my mouth up into an exaggerated smile-grimace and turned back to the charred
bones of where our home had once been, willing my eyes not to flood with tears.

I don’t want to cry anymore.

After ali, that's why | did it.
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Student number: 84

Paralysing Paranoia

In my room's dense darkness, the clock's ticking was the only lullaby. Swaddled in a soft
blanket of feather, | was there, all snuggled in my comforter's warmth, nostaigic for the very
first years of being a child.

| got my knuckles cracked, restless. Every click of my joint echoed in the dark, the cracks in
an abandoned house resembling the click clack of shoes. Except, an abandoned house has
no steady snoring sound flowing through a thin wall. | turned, putting my cheek on the
pillow, envied by the deep slumber of my little brother. No matter how | shouted and
grabbed my tired body, sleep would not respond.

It was unusual.

Usually, | was out for the night as soon as my body hit the sheets. But my mind appeared to
have other ideas. My brain replayed the events of today on fast forward in an endless cycle.
| squeezed my eyes tight, hoping that the vivid image that decided to keep me up tonight
would somehow disappear. | relaxed my muscles in the hopes of dwelling. It didn't matter
how long it took, it just needed to happen.

The door squeak to my room and the pitter patter of paws on my hardwood floor was
enough evidence that my dog has strolled in. The light that flooded the room, silenced from
my closed eyes and immediately melted into the darkness as the door slammed by the
wind.

A sigh of relief slipped between my lips as my bed was approached by the tiny tipping of
claws. It's like having some kind of connection with my dog. My dog would always rush to
my side to comfort me whenever | feel the slightest anxiety or a spark of fear. It was now
the perfect time.

As my dog jumped onto the bed and snuck under the sheets, | finally felt my mind starting
to relax, taking a long-deserved break from the busy day of events. My dog's warmth
moving under the sheets and next to my tired body was enough to help me slip into
dreamland in slow motion.

Unexpectedly, | felt a weight on my chest. The sound of claws scratching at my door turned
my blood to ice. | froze, hearing the familiar whimpers and helps from my beloved dog,
Buddy. On the other side of the door.

It was only me and a mysterious creature in this heavy atmosphere of bleak darkness.

| couldn't see anything in that night’s blanket. Yet | could see my own body rip to shreds
even with my vision impaired. Every muscle in my body, like a gunfire, screamed to move.

And | did move. | thrashed and squirmed, a scream erupting into the air.

Then, everything began to melt away.



Student number: 84

| couldn't hear my younger brother's rhythmic snores anymore. | couldn't hear my dog's
anxious barks anymore. [ can't hear the clock's tick tocks anymore. One by one, sound by
sound, all stolen by the darkness.

Even my own heart was beating out of my chest, beginning to fade away.

| stopped fighting the creature. I've been so tired. Sleep, sleep ... That's everything | needed
right now. Yes, it's sleeping time. That's all | was trying to do, anyways.

And in the darkness the light melted.
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Year 12 English Examination for Module C 2019

STANDARD
5 mins reading time

30 mins writing time

Question 1: 3 MARKS

What is the purpose of your 500 word composition? How do you represent this purpose
in your writing?
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Question 2: 5 MARKS

How has your exploration of Ray Bradbury’s short story “The Pedestrian’ influenced the
creative choices you made in your 500 word composition?
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Question 3: 10 MARKS

What criteria would you use to judge an effective piece of writing? Evaluate your 500
word composition, exploring how effectively your composition meets such criteria.
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Stolen and Polished

It was dark, [ was cold and scared, the smell of the straw bag over my head burnt my nostrils as
the truck threw us around like rag dolls. There were more of them as | heard the whispers
between brothers and sisters, though my sibling's voices were far, far away from me. | heard the
cries of scared children calling out for their mothers and fathers in their native tongue, my feet
stretched out to the surprise of a body in my way. | couldn't feel the breath leave the figure's
body, my feet lay in a pool of wetness too thick to be water and too thin to be solid - my mind
assumed the worst.

My mind began to race and | began to scream, though instantly silence by the false shotgun
into the sky followed by the deep and foreign voice of the pale skinned. Fear ran through my
body and | tried to calm myself down but nothing worked. Usually, the soothing sounds of my
mother's voice were able to guide me through my darkest tunnels as she told stories of my
father, the tribe’s master warrior, though | knew from the bumpy path the vehicle took and the
foss and turns of the truck that | was far away from my home.

That was five years ago and | am now fifteen. | missed out on a lof growing up, including my
right to a mother who knew how fo love. | was separated from her and eleven brothers and
sisters. They, too, were stolen and I don't know where they are. | sit in a room, body at a
90-degree angle with several other girls lined beside me. “Only English, Only Dresses, Only
Christianity and none of this Monkey Business”. “Yes sister,” | say as | place my hand out and
head down, staring at the reflection in the recently polished floors. The room, dark and grim, not
a window insight or the slightest ray of sunshine... “fitting,” | think to myself, as the Sister leaned
her body back, her arm charging up with the grip of the ruler in her hand becoming tighter and
tighter. She unleashes and slaps the ruler on my hand, stinging all. up my arm which contains
the scars of my previous beatings. | didn't flinch, didn't even blink, nothing but an empty mind
and another scar to my collection.

The sisters left as | fall to my knees, weeping. My tears slowly roll down my face, creating
salty streams along my dark skin reminding me of the muddy water rivers; my sadness
reminded me of my birthplace and the tribe's children's origin of fun. No clear memories, just
muffled static like visions, though this place had obvious significance as it's all { remembered of
a lost constant. It frustrated me, all | wanted was my home back but | was now different. { wasn't
me, but now | was ane of them... Stripped of my identity, | was now acceptable.
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Year 12 English Examination for Module C 2019

STANDARD
5 mins reading time

30 mins writing time

Question 1: 3 MARKS

What is the purpose of your 500 word composition? How do you represent this purpose

in your writing?
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Question 2: 5§ MARKS

How has your exploration of Ray Bradbury’s short story ‘The Pedestrian’ influenced the
creative choices you made in your 500 word composition?
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Question 3: 10 MARKS

What criteria would you use to judge an effective piece of writing? Evaluate your 500
word composition, exploring how effectively your composition meets such criteria.
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Year 12 English Examination for Module C 2019

ADVANCED
5 mins reading time

30 mins writing time

Question 1: 3 MARKS

What is the purpose of your 500 word composition? How do you represent this purpose

in your writing? W’
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Question 2: 5§ MARKS

How has your exploration of Gwen Harwood’s poem ‘Father and Child’ influenced the
creative choices you made in your 500 word composition?
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Question 3: 10 MARKS

‘What criteria would you use to judge an effective piece of writing? Evaluate your 500
word composition, exploring how effectively your composition meets such criteria.
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Question 3: 10 MARKS

‘What criteria would you use to judge an effective piece of writing? Evaluate your 500
word composition, exploring how effectively your composition meets such criteria.

%WG(S{( Fo &’AW Qoo Ly o T

/\ﬂ hove. f”‘&"ﬁiﬂmw ex e we.—u-{ﬁ’ -,Lez.iw;;M ) L
UFweAt '
TLY’Q//JQLOWMJ' M%mﬁm W‘ﬂ‘"\- e r}g{ﬂ/{_‘?‘(fﬂ'—v?\n‘! 2la (\/‘Q
i So—orchintA, o fhot A i
oo ciani : rbwz" hov Mfocteatva with  hese

modtin [BR ’f‘bwwa.: et Dt Iﬂffjo@// Wtf/ouﬂ/—% —zy[f A
(‘\/}Jr’\g - G’Jb\ewo&a( M blrely ﬁﬂf —fé\g[:ﬁjm /,70 )/‘«/4 [Ca trir ( fuoey’
Shuzra  Cuempl Cich  fpoed (be T gopooce cote  frole grei?

Core  pobn frar  poansionce od P bty bes m,,,aa@qz/;}
il v / A .

i

n L t ] c 1)
1 Efdm*—#_/fww O(M(ﬂ}ﬂ (e v I — > 0

3 E English Module C Advanced Exam 2019



[n_tre sewndl prgltpl, the g oufdsces  fhe
ﬂml Cplersncd of he Um%’v,fw% 2/l fre (bl s
{wf—%tzm &”_’1’2 Wﬁ@ﬁf% hr  Commt
.L;lﬂi“"ﬁg. égmﬁoluﬂ«,m Mos o5  dpo o e 7&» the
lons. Lo, ~tf /L}\e Clas s By o dic /‘M,&g; ”Ze’?lf 7‘»1; e
D S SR T
M&’h;/ (¢ ydds M%Wm] ﬁ/na,,a/ of P /ﬂd#uf/w
hoo pack meh Yoiry = elief. cnoft rehivtn o

i

The_ ngmm oL M(ﬁwﬁmm?m 7&\«.;:; o

ﬂme o fo &"w%ﬁ PWvL S ll‘zz/;mhh' Ve

r’/@Cl\A@ gl U!xmm# —7[3:/ GyﬂAAP/Mﬂ oA mje/mm1 anef

sk Gguat ko WW@ of lovo. Cgustes vify fre

Vi le w{ﬁ ?fﬂoffz:xm{ | (he recee . Tre ,/Zil%mq,?

[\{—(ﬁ/p/(yzlf—n_n . 'h‘iiﬂ paadld o) quevee Aeanl (il ] ) Lle

W nobbs ! Shouses _the, Ave 0 topoutc du i ot

Fra {0?/{9'7[7\3”)/11\57[ ant b vahs(«.tk/,; oppotes e fucade e
bt oo phyCion] menfesirbians faa £ ghe. swe  Enoligsd]
!/V/&@(?K mthy [ifedky (e of sroosie) [ocvn  breeaAs oA
Qﬁn‘i\g A% @zy,ﬂ{/ﬂwﬁ e it rén

& English Module C Advanced Exam 2019



’7;(3 [M'/T" F&mﬁqfdﬂ (howtnge L\%O{LT;'//W&W oA A YW §
S whey Liggriee by Cpectitn of loe IS sioy

7

Puipiled o i e/l fre dram—e Tree ba e f

[}

1&11 H\'f}’ b vetl U fove _and b £, o= @ﬁ&dw%

&&A/:rj ‘{ﬂ(\ﬁ MQIA‘LS’H? ]/(L’Lw .\%D . \--;!

g English Module C Advanced Exam 2019



The ring - Google Docs
ne - gy

The Ring

| entered the Le Meurice and Jose had already sat at the table. The sound of soft jazz filled the air of the
dining room. It was a grand space, to say the least. My gaze was absorbed by the walls covered with
shimmering gold paper, and | glided my hands over the runner at the center of the table with Celtic
designs woven in gold and green. The polished silver cutlery was heavy to the hand and shone brightly in
the early evening light. At each table stood a tall empty wine glass and there were beautifully folded
napkins to maich the runner which made my heart tingle.

Outside the restaurant stood another world. Crows scavenged for food and pigeons fought aggressively
for a speck of grain. | dreaded these birds for fouling up my ltalian leather shoes on the way here. Seeing
them awakened memories long forgotten, echoes of those ramshackle houses worn down to colours of
copper and dirt | once lived in jarred my mind. Reminding me of those chisels and pans my parents gifted
me as a birthday presents, | always wanted something beautiful but instead all | ever received as
presents were practical items, ugly and dull. To forget them | take my past memaries and place them in a
box; | put them there with old photographs, copper wires and the chisels. The box is their coffin and | set
them to rest with the same reverence as a foe passed on. The funeral came with a relief that made it
seem like a birth instead.

There was another couple that sat next to us. The neighboring woman looked marvelous - dangling from
her perfect lobes were diamonds set in white gold. They were exquisite, accentuating the length of her
neck . Her husband must have love her very much to buy her that. They would cost more than what |
make in months. Realizing that | have held my gaze too long, the woman's face is one of triumph and |
quickly glanced away and pretended to nonchalantly observe the room.

Jose stood up from his chair and kneeled down on one knee. He pulled a small red box from his pocket.
The crowd gasped and claps filled the room, buzzing with excited chatter. Adrenaline flooded through my
system, pumping and beating like it's trying to escape. My heart feels like it's erupting and my eyes widen
with anticipation.

My mind immediately went to the ring in the jewelry shop 1 told Jose that | liked yesterday. It had been
decorated with an array of polished diamonds that shone as bright as the sun lighting the ocean at dawn.

He opened the box and inside there was a thin plain copper ring, with not a single decoration or jewel.
Seeing its ugliness made me felt like my guts just got cement pumped into them. | could feel a seed of
embarrassment wedged inside me ready to blossom red upon my cheeks. No-one could have missed it.
But there was no rescue from this embarrassment. It was absolute. Utter humiliation. it felt like someone
had suddenly turned on an internal heater inside my system, and the heat crept up my neck where the
warmth now bloomed into a full blown sweltering heat wave bursting through my pores , triggering drops
of sweat to fall from my forehead.

This couldn't be right. He didn't love me after all. | knew what love looked like, and this wasn't it.
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Year 12 English Examination for Module C 2019

ADVANCED

5 mins reading time

30 mins writing time

Question 1: 3 MARKS

What is the purpose of your 500 word composition? How do you represent this purpose

in your writing?
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Question 2: 5 MARKS

How has your exploration of Gwen Harwood's poem ‘Father and Child’ influenced the
creative choices you made in your 500 word composition?
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Question 3: 10 MARKS

What criteria would you use to judge an effective piece of writing? Evaluate your 500
word composition, exploring how effectively your composition meets such criteria.
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I'm fine James.’ | bring a stop to the alluding questions. Dozens of new arrows were
scribbled into the national park map, | knew he was lying.

We extinguish our campfire before heading off deeper into the forest.

Rain begins to pummel the earth’s crust, ricocheting off my rifle’s barrel. We trek through the
soggy ground beside a roaring river, struggling to keep it from swallowing us. | make sure to
keep my hunting society hat clean from mud, oh how I'm so proud to be wearing this deer
logo!

James hurls his fist in the air. | sharpen my sight and hearing. The light treads from a hind: it
moves gracefully; nature’s perfect little hunting creation. It jumps from river rock to river rock,
soft grunting with glee every odd jump when it did not skid.

I line my rifle up, the scope swaying with the hind’s each jump, it stops and puts its head up
right to look around, a textbook quartering away heart shot. | hesitate to take the shot. My
heart pounds in my chest as | breathe out.

He wraps his arm around its neck and heaves upwards. “I-l did it Arthur! Just wait until the
hunting society finds out about me.” I line my camera up, trying to make light of the murder,
almost impossible if 'm being honest. His mouth hinges open revealing a big, eerie grin.
“That's enough for one day, it'll take another two hours to even find the tracks of another- I'm
not so sure about that.” James scoops his fingers along a hoof print. “It appears the deer
was not alone.”

We head further into the forest, the heart wrenching experience still clouding my mind.
Hunting is supposedly fun for the joy of tracking nature and is adrenaline inducing, but why is
it that all | got out of it was a tight and heavy chest feeling? | fall behind James, I'll catch up
to him after a break.

| sit down and lean against a young oak tree, opening a packet of crackers mindlessly. The
staleness of them lessens my appetite so | shove them back in. | playfully tap the tree’s crab
leg like roots, taking in the environment.

I go to grab water from my bag; a soft, moist sensation touches my arm. | freeze, it's a fawn.

It pulls away from my rucksack while crumbs fall from its lips. We exchange gazes for what
seems like minutes. The tight feeling in my chest heightens. | keep my thoughts to myself,
one mention of it and at a moments notice it would have a bullet through its head. It brushes
itself against my shoulder, its thick reddish brown fur feels warm and fuzzy. | could never
make amends. However | wouldn't have to, it doesn’t know.

Time comes to a stand still as we stay there. | know what the right thing is to do.

I slowly get up from the tree, the bolt of a gun breaks the silence.
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