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Introduction to Assessment in Stage 6 

The NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) promotes a standards-referenced approach 
to assessing and reporting student achievement. 
 
Assessment is the process of gathering valid and useful information and making judgements 
about student achievement for a variety of purposes. 
 
In Stage 6, those purposes include: 

 assisting student learning 
 evaluating and improving teaching and learning programs 
 providing evidence of student achievement and course completion in Year 11 and Year 

12 courses 
 providing data for the end of school credential, the Record of School Achievement 

(RoSA) or Higher School Certificate (HSC). 
 
Schools are required to develop an assessment program for each Year 11 and Year 12 
course. NESA provides information about the responsibilities of schools in developing 
assessment programs in course-specific assessment and reporting requirements and in 
Assessment Certification Examination (ACE). 

Assessment for, Assessment as, Assessment of Learning 

Assessment is an essential component of the teaching and learning cycle. Assessment for, 
assessment as and assessment of learning are approaches that enable teachers to gather 
evidence and make judgements about student achievement. These are not necessarily 
discrete approaches and may be used individually or together and formally or informally. 
 
Assessment is most effective when students: 

 are involved in setting learning goals  
 know and understand assessment criteria 
 are able to monitor their own learning and reflect on their progress 
 receive feedback that helps them understand how to improve their learning. 
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School-based Assessment in Stage 6 

All teaching and learning activities are considered important for understanding course content 
and developing knowledge, understanding and skills in a subject. School-based assessment 
involves a range of informal (formative) assessment and formal (summative) assessment to 
provide information about student achievement of syllabus outcomes. Informal and formal 
assessment assists teachers to make judgements about student progress. A range of 
assessment activities and tasks provides opportunities for students to demonstrate 
achievement of syllabus outcomes in different ways. 

Informal assessment 

Teachers use informal assessment opportunities throughout the teaching and learning cycle to 
gather evidence about how students learn and what they know. Informal assessment includes 
activities undertaken and anecdotal evidence gathered throughout the teaching and learning 
process in a less prescribed manner than formal assessment.  
 

These activities provide evidence for teachers and inform feedback to students in relation to 
improving their learning. Informal assessment may include a range of strategies such as 
questioning, class discussion, observations and student self-evaluation. 

Formal assessment 

Formal school-based assessment provides opportunities to gather evidence about student 
achievement of syllabus outcomes in different ways to the HSC examinations. Formal 
assessment tasks are those which students undertake as part of the school-based 
assessment program, reflecting specific course requirements, components and weightings. 
 

A formal assessment task may contain more than one part. The task notification should detail 
the requirements for each part, including that all parts are to be submitted and/or completed 
together. 
 

Tests of limited scope (ie include a small number of content areas or topics or modules) will 
continue to be relevant and appropriate methods of formal assessment. These types of tasks 
are not considered as formal written examinations. 
 

A formal written examination is defined as a task such as a Half Yearly, Yearly or Trial HSC 
Examination completed during a designated examination period. It is undertaken individually, 
under supervised examination conditions and includes one or more unseen questions or 
items. A formal written examination is used to gather evidence about student achievement of a 
range of syllabus outcomes, at a point in time. A formal written examination is often in the 
format of an HSC examination and typically draws from most or all content areas or topics or 
modules completed at that point in time. Schools are able to schedule more than one written 
examination to provide opportunities for students to prepare for and experience examination 
conditions. However, only one formal written examination can contribute to a formal 
assessment schedule. 
 

Evidence gathered through formal assessment assists teachers to report on student 
achievement in relation to syllabus outcomes and standards at a point in time, and is often 
used for grading or ranking purposes. The components and weightings and the prescribed 
nature of some tasks ensure a common focus for school-based assessment in a course 
across schools, while also allowing for flexibility in the design of some tasks at the school level. 
 

Further guidance and advice can be found on the NESA website.  
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Year 12 English Extension 2 School-based Assessment 

Requirements 

NESA requires schools to submit a school-based assessment mark for each Year 12 
candidate in a course. Formal school-based assessment tasks are based on course 
requirements and components and weightings that contribute to the determination of the final 
mark for a course. The mark submitted by the school provides a summation of each student’s 
achievement measured at several points throughout the course. 
 
The marks submitted for each course group at a school should reflect the rank order of 
students, and must be on a scale sufficiently wide to reflect adequately the relative differences 
in student performances. The actual mark should not be revealed to students as it is subject to 
moderation and may become confusing for students when they receive their results. Students 
must be informed that they can obtain their Assessment Rank Order Notice from Students 
Online after the last HSC examination at their centre and within the period of time for appeals. 
 
The school-based assessment marks submitted to NESA for Year 12 must not include 
measures of outcomes that address values and attitudes or reflect student conduct. Schools 
may decide to report on these separately to students and parents. 
 
The collection of information for the Year 12 school-based assessment mark must not begin 
before the completion of the English Extension Year 11 course. 
 
The components and weightings for Year 12 are mandatory. 

Component Weighting % 

Skills in extensive independent research  50 

Skills in sustained composition  50 

 100 

The Year 12 formal school-based assessment program is to reflect the following requirements: 
 assessment will be based on the process of composing the Major Work  
 three assessment tasks:  

 a Viva Voce with a weighting of 30%  
 a Literature Review with a weighting of 40%  
 a Critique of the Creative Process with a weighting of 30% 

 the Major Work Journal must be submitted for monitoring with each assessment task. 
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Information about the Viva Voce in English Extension 2  

The Viva Voce addresses the written proposal for the Major Work and provides students with 
the opportunity to present information on the major concept(s), scope, emphases and form 
of their proposed Major Work. Students also have the opportunity to explain how their 
proposal is based on the knowledge, understanding and skills of the English Advanced and 
Extension courses.  
 
Requirements for the Viva Voce:  

 students acknowledge and reflect on the sources used to develop their proposal  
 the task is conducted and assessed using a panel format  
 the process supports the student in clarifying the direction of their work and provides 

opportunity for meaningful and constructive feedback  
 time allocation for the Viva Voce is approximately 15–20 minutes with an additional 15 

minutes preparation time with the questions  
 the journal is used as part of the presentation.  

 
Elements of the Major Work Journal to be monitored with the Viva Voce include:  

 concept mapping for generating ideas  
 an original inquiry question and statement of intent  
 evidence of investigation of a variety of composers in the chosen form  
 an action plan with milestones.  

Information about the Literature Review in English Extension 2  

The Literature Review is a research and reflection task. Students select 2–4 examples of 
related literature to evaluate and critically examine how their Major Work supports or extends 
the field of texts in their chosen form. A Literature Review is evaluative and expresses the 
student’s perspective of the literature in relation to their work.  
 
In total, the Literature Review should not exceed 1200 words.  
 
Elements of the Major Work Journal to be monitored with the Literature Review include:  

 annotated extracts from various texts with notes and evaluative reflection  
 examples and evaluation of experimentation with style and structure  
 summaries and notes about the exploration of the concept  
 extracts of the student’s drafts with reasons for changes and critical questions from 

peers and/or teachers. 

Information about the Critique of the Creative Process in English Extension 2  

The Critique of the Creative Process must evaluate how the revising and editing stages of 
the composition process have contributed to the student’s development as a composer and 
the quality of their Major Work. The student considers how their skills and knowledge of their 
chosen form have evolved and why. They reflect on particular creative features of their work 
and evaluate the efficacy of the processes of revision and editing that they employed.  
 
This task should not exceed 1000 words.  
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Elements of the Major Work Journal to be monitored with the Critique include:  
 extracts of revisions of the Major Work and the Reflection Statement with reasons for 

the changes  
 examples of the student’s final edits  
 reflection on how the editing process has contributed to the quality of the published 

Major Work  
 a reference list to inform the Reflection Statement.  

 
Note: a draft or extract may be print, a recording, a sequence of shots, a scene or a 
storyboard/diagram as appropriate to the chosen form.  
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HSC Examination Specifications 

The external HSC examination measures student achievement in a range of syllabus 
outcomes. 
 
The external examination and its marking relate to the syllabus by:  

 providing clear links to syllabus outcomes 
 enabling students to demonstrate the levels of achievement outlined in the 

performance band descriptions 
 applying marking guidelines based on criteria that relate to the quality of the response 
 aligning performance in the examination each year to the standards established for the 

course. 
 
The specifications will apply to the English Extension Stage 6 Syllabus commencing with the 
2019 HSC examination program.  

English Extension 2 HSC Examination Specifications 

The examination will consist of a Major Work worth 40 marks and a Reflection Statement 
worth 10 marks. 

Major Work parameters 

The Major Work is an extended work or a body of work that complies with the prescribed 
word or time specifications. Students who choose to include visual images (original or non-
original) in their Major Work should be aware that if these images do not adhere to the 
specifications of the chosen medium, then the images will not be assessed as part of the 
work.  
 
The Major Work can be presented in print, sound or visual media, within the categories 
described on the following pages. All aspects of the Major Work and Reflection Statement 
(regardless of media used) that are word-processed must conform to the following 
presentation requirements: 

 A4 paper and 1.5 spacing 
 font size 12, Arial or Times New Roman 
 each page numbered 
 a cover sheet that states the school number, candidate number and the title of the 

work(s). 
 
NESA does not require the use of any particular system of referencing for bibliographies and 
footnotes. 
 
Word limits for the Major Work do not include the bibliography, footnotes or appendices. 
These need to be used judiciously and not as a means of expanding the exploration of the 
concept central to the work. 
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The Reflection Statement  

The Reflection Statement is composed at the end of the composition process and is a 
personal, critical reflection on the process involved in completing the Major Work and on the 
completed product. The Statement will have a maximum limit of 1500 words. 
 
The Reflection Statement:  

 summarises the intention of the Major Work and the relationship it has with the 
extensive independent investigation 

 includes an outline of the intended audience for the Major Work and the purpose for 
which it was composed 

 supports the Major Work, explaining the relationships of concept, structure, technical 
and language features and conventions 

 explains the relationship the Major Work has to the English Advanced and Extension 
coursework – this can include the work undertaken in Year 11 

 explains the development of concepts during the process of composition, making clear 
the links between independent investigation and the development of the finished 
product 

 indicates how the student realised the concepts in the final product 
 may be written in either a formal or an informal register 
 may be submitted as a separate document or attached to the Major Work. 
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Requirements for the Major Work 

Monitoring and certification of the Major Work  

Development of the Major Work should commence from the beginning of the HSC course. The 
Major Work must be conceived and executed by the student under the supervision of the 
English teacher. NESA will notify schools of the final date for the completion of the submitted 
Major Work. Schools access instructions for the submission and certification of Major Works 
via Schools Online. 
 
Teachers supervising the English Extension 2 Major Work must ensure that ‘projects 
developed for assessment in one subject are not to be used either in full or in part for 
assessment in any other subject’ (NESA ACE website).  
 
Schools must have procedures in place that will ensure that effective supervision of the 
development of students’ Major Works. It is essential that aspects of the process of 
development of the Major Work take place in school time. While it is expected that students 
will also work on their Major Work away from school this must be monitored and documented 
by the supervising teacher. 
 
The response must be entirely original and completed without undue assistance from another 
person. ‘Original’ refers to the insights and exploration of form presented in the work, for 
example offering a fresh and engaging perspective on a concept or text, which may have been 
previously explored by other composers, in an appropriate medium for the intended audience 
and purpose. Originality can be demonstrated by the student’s independent investigation as 
evidenced in the Major Work and documented in the Reflection Statement and Major Work 
Journal, which documents the process of composition and investigation. 
 
If students use a mentor in the development of the Major Work, the mentor must be aware that 
their role is limited to offering critical advice, posing open-ended questions and supporting the 
exploration of ideas. The supervising teacher is the primary mentor to the Extension 2 student 
and all contributions made by a mentor must be documented in the Major Work Journal. 
 
Each student signs a statement, witnessed by the supervising teacher and the school 
principal, that the submitted Major Work is his or her own work. 
 
The student and the supervising teacher ensure that any portable storage devices submitted 
are operable and conform to the specifications for the category. Students should ensure they 
have more than one copy of their Major Work as a back-up. 
 
Teachers must certify that the work has been completed under their supervision, and that the 
rules and procedures detailed on the NESA ACE website have been followed. If the 
supervising teacher cannot certify the student’s work, the school must complete a non-
certification report document. Principals must be able to endorse the teacher’s declaration that 
the work: 

 has been done under their supervision 
 is the student’s own work consistent with earlier drafts or any changes as negotiated 

with the teacher and other examples of the student’s work 
 was completed by the due date. 

 
Procedures and Information for teachers about submission of Extension 2 Major Works and 
Reflection Statements is available from Schools Online. 

  

https://ace.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ace-8013
https://ace.nesa.nsw.edu.au/ace-9022
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The Major Work Journal  

During the composition process, students are required to keep a Major Work Journal as 
detailed in the English Extension Stage 6 Syllabus. It must be submitted with the Major Work 
to the supervising teacher. The journal may be digital or a hard copy. The Major Work Journal 
has a role in establishing the authenticity of the Major Work and must be kept at the school 
and be available if requested by NESA.  

  

http://syllabus.nesa.nsw.edu.au/english-extension-stage6/
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The Major Work forms 

Print Medium 

See Major Work parameters for presentation requirements. 

Short Fiction 

Students complete short fiction that responds to an area of special interest which is an 
extension of the knowledge and understanding developed in Stage 6 English courses, with a 
maximum limit of 5000–6000 words. The word limits do not include the Reflection Statement. 
 
Students may consider: 

 a new or different perspective or idea 
 an appropriation or manifestation of a text 
 experimentation with genre, form, style or language (including hybridity). 

 
All appropriated or non-original material must be acknowledged in the Reflection Statement in 
accordance with the principles of All My Own Work. Bibliographies are not required to be 
added to short fiction; however, where works have been cited or referenced in the Major Work, 
these should be appropriately cited as an addendum attached to the short fiction. 

Creative non-fiction 

Students develop short creative non-fiction that responds to an area of special interest which is 
an extension of the knowledge and understanding developed in Stage 6 English courses, with 
a maximum limit of 5000–6000 words. The word limits do not include the Reflection Statement. 
 
Students may consider: 

 life writing 
 investigative journalism 
 an historical recreation or representation. 

 
All appropriated or non-original material must be acknowledged in the Reflection Statement in 
accordance with the principles of All My Own Work. Bibliographies are not required to be 
added to creative non-fiction; however, where works have been cited or referenced in the 
Major Work, these should be appropriately cited as an addendum attached to the creative non-
fiction. 

Poetry 

Students write a suite of poems, a collection of poems or an extended poem that responds to 
an area of special interest and which is an extension of the knowledge and understanding 
developed in Stage 6 English courses, up to a 3000-word limit. The word limits do not include 
the Reflection Statement. 
 
Students may consider: 

 a new or different perspective or idea 
 an appropriation or manifestation of a text 
 experimentation with genre, form, style or language. 

 
All appropriated or non-original material must be acknowledged in the Reflection Statement in 
accordance with the principles of All My Own Work. Bibliographies are not required to be 
added to poems; however, where works have been cited or referenced in the Major Work, 
these should be appropriately cited as an addendum attached to the poem or poems. 
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Critical response 

Students develop a critical response based on their independent research into an area of 
special interest which is an extension of the knowledge and understanding developed in Stage 
6 English courses, with a maximum limit of 4000–5000 words. The word limits do not include 
the Reflection Statement. 
 
Students may consider: 

 a critique of an author’s work/particular text or texts 
 an independent investigation into an aspect of language or writing 
 an independent investigation into the works of a particular historical period 
 an independent investigation into the works of a particular paradigm related to the 

study of English. 
 
All appropriated or non-original material must be acknowledged in the Reflection Statement in 
accordance with the principles of All My Own Work. A bibliography is typically appropriate to 
the conventions of this form and, if included, should be attached to the Major Work. 

Script – short film, television, drama 

Students develop a script of a complete work for the medium of film or television or drama, 
based on their independent research into an area of special interest and which is an extension 
of the knowledge and understanding developed in Stage 6 English courses. The intended 
performance time for the script must be no more than 25 minutes. Scriptwriting conventions 
appropriate to the medium should be followed. NESA does not specify a particular style or 
format. 
 
Students may consider: 

 a new or different perspective or idea 
 an appropriation or manifestation of a text 
 experimentation with genre, form or style. 

 
All appropriated or non-original material must be acknowledged in the Reflection Statement in 
accordance with the principles of All My Own Work and should be acknowledged as an 
addendum to the script. 

Sound Medium 

Podcasts – drama, storytelling, speeches, performance poetry 

Students present a podcast that must have a playing time no more than 15 minutes. Students 
must submit a print copy of the script, storyboard or flow chart. The audio file may include 
music and/or sound effects, which will not be included in the running time but will be 
considered for contribution to meaning and aesthetics. The student presenting the Major Work 
must be the principal performer (minor voices should be used judiciously), sole writer and sole 
director/producer. 
 
Students may consider: 

 a new or different perspective or idea 
 an appropriation or manifestation of a text 
 experimentation with genre, form or style. 

 
All appropriated or non-original material must be acknowledged in the Reflection Statement in 
accordance with the principles of All My Own Work and should be acknowledged as an 
addendum to the podcast. 
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Multimedia 

Students present a digital file that has a playing time of 7–8 minutes. Students must submit a 
print copy of the script, storyboard or flow chart. The choice of genre, style or content must be 
based on their independent research into an area of special interest and which is an extension 
of the knowledge and understanding developed in Stage 6 English courses. The student 
presenting the Major Work must be the sole writer, director/producer and editor. 
 
Students may consider: 

 a new or different perspective of a concept 
 an appropriation or manifestation of a text 
 experimentation with genre, form or style. 

 
Note: This form is not restricted to a short film. It could include a range of different multimodal 
performances including performance poetry or speeches. 
 
All appropriated or non-original material must be acknowledged in the Reflection Statement in 
accordance with the principles of All My Own Work and should be acknowledged as an 
addendum to the script, storyboard or flow chart. 
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Criteria for marking the English Extension 2 Major Work and 

Reflection Statement  

The Major Work and the Reflection Statement will be awarded separate marks, out of 40 and 
10 respectively.  

Major Work marking criteria 

 Textual integrity 
 Quality of insights and concepts, developed through independent investigation, and the 

communication of developed ideas 
 Manipulation of features that shape meaning and response, and quality of engagement 

Reflection Statement marking criteria  

 Explanation of the intended purpose and audience of the Major Work 
 Explanation of the relationship of the extensive independent investigation to the Major 

Work 
 Explanation of the relationship of the Major Work to the knowledge, understanding and 

skills developed in the English Advanced and Extension courses  
 Evaluation of the relationships of concept, structure, technical and language features 

and conventions 
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Adjustments to Assessment for Students with 

Special Education Needs  

It is a requirement under the Disability Standards for Education 2005 for schools to ensure that 
students with special education needs can access and participate in education on the same 
basis as other students.  
 
Some students with special education needs will require adjustments to assessment practices 
in order to demonstrate what they know and can do in relation to syllabus outcomes and 
content. 
 
These may include: 

 adjustments to the assessment process. Some examples include additional time, rest 
breaks, the use of a reader and/or scribe or specific technology 

 adjustments to assessment activities. Some examples include rephrasing questions, 
using simplified language or alternative formats for questions 

 alternative formats for responses. Some examples include writing in point form instead 
of essays, scaffolded structured responses, short objective questions or multimedia 
presentations. 

 
Schools are responsible for any decisions about adjustments to course work and formal 
school-based assessment tasks throughout Year 11 and Year 12. Decisions regarding 
adjustments should be made in the context of collaborative curriculum planning. To access 
adjustments for the HSC examinations, an application for Disability Provisions must be 
submitted to NESA.  
 
Providing adjustment does not restrict a student’s access to the full range of grades or marks. 
 
Examples of adjustments to assessment for students with special education needs can be 
found in course support materials. Additional advice is available on the NESA website. 
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Reporting in Stage 6 

Year 12 

The use of both school-based assessment and external examinations of student achievement 
allows measurements and observations to be made at several points and in different ways 
throughout the Year 12 course. Taken together, they provide a valid and reliable assessment 
of students’ demonstration of the knowledge, understanding and skills described for each 
course. 
 
Students who leave school prior to the Higher School Certificate examinations will receive a 
RoSA. It records grades for their completed Stage 5 and Year 11 courses and any 
participation in Stage 6 courses that were not completed. 
 
The HSC credentials received by students report both the school-based assessment and 
external examination measures of achievement. 
 
Typically, HSC results comprise: 

a moderated assessment mark derived from the mark submitted by the school and 
produced in accordance with NESA requirements for school-based assessment  

an examination mark derived from the HSC external examination 
an HSC mark, which is the average of the moderated assessment mark and the 

examination mark 
a performance band, determined by the HSC mark. 

 
For the HSC, student performance in a Year 12 course is reported against standards on a 
course report.  
 
The course report contains: 

a level of achievement for the performance band descriptors 
an HSC mark located on the performance scale 
a school-based assessment mark 
an examination mark.  

 
The course report also shows graphically the state-wide distribution of HSC marks of all 
students in the course. The distribution of marks is determined by students’ performances 
against the standards and not scaled to a predetermined pattern of marks. 


