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Marking Criteria ~ Mark
A
e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis
e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to structure and express information for a specific
purpose 15
e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to use discerning language techniques that addresses 14
the thesis 13
e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to use discerning textual evidence that addresses the
thesis

e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their
| representation

: __g,) Demonstrates a well-developed ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis B
e Demonstrates a well-developed ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose
e Demonstrates a well-developed ability to use diverse language techniques that addresses the

thesis 12
e Demonstrates a well-developed ability to use relevant textual evidence that addresses the thesis 11
e Demonstrates a well-developed ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their 10
representation
Demonstrates a sound ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis Cc
Demonstrates a sound ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose
Demonstrates a sound ability to use relevant language techniques that addresses the thesis .
Demonstrates a sound ability to use relevant textual evidence that addresses the thesis
Demonstrates a sound ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation -8 ;
7
e Demonstrates a limited ability to address the quotation and/or develop a thesis
» Demonstrates a limited ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose D
e Demonstrates a limited ability to use relevant language techniques that addresses the thesis
e Demonstrates a limited ability to use textual evidence that addresses the thesis 6
¢ Demonstrates a limited ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation 5
4
» Demonstrates an elementary ability to address the quotation E
» Demonstrates an elementary ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose
e Demonstrates an elementary ability to use language techniques that addresses the thesis 3
» Demonstrates an elementary ability to use textual evidence that addresses the thesis 2
) Demonstrates an elementary ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation 1

or does not refer to visual techniques used
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% Demonstrate the ability to compose and deliver a sophisticated speech
% Demonstrate a sophisticated ability to comment on ideas and use textual evidence and techniques

Outcome Outcome Description
1 | responds to and composes increasingly complex texts for understanding, interpretation,
ik | analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure
2 | uses and evaluates processes, skills and knowledge required to effectively respond to and
.| compose texts in different modes, media and technologies
3 | analyses and uses language forms, features and structures of texts, considers
_ | appropriateness for purpose, audience and context and explains effects on meaning
4 | applies knowledge, skills and understanding of language concepts and literary devices into
| newand different contexts
5 _ | thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and analytically to respond to and compose
| textsthatinclude considered and detailed information, ideas and arguments
6 - | investigates and explains the relationships between texts
L | understands and explains the diverse ways texts can represent personal and public worlds
8 | identifies and explains cultural assumptions in texts and their effects on meaning
9 | reflects on, assesses and monitors own learning and develops individual and collaborative
processes to become an independent learner

Name of Student: JQ van fp)eff Marking Grid: Visual Representation’
Marklng Cntena : e o ~ Mark
nghly developed ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating: ‘
5
e Adiversity of effective visual techniques which may include layout, symbolism,
images/graphics, font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques.
e Instructions of size (A4) as indicated by the task or on PowerPoint slide
Well- developed ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating:
e Adiversity of suitable techniques which may include layout, symbolism, images/graphics, 4
font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques.
e Instructions of size (A4) as indicated by the task or on PowerPoint slide
Sound ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating: .
e Some adequate visual techniques which may include layout, symbolism, images/graphics, f”’3x‘,
font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques. : |
e Instructions of size (A4) as indicated by the task or on PowerPoint slide
Limited ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating:
2
e Superficial or overly clichéd use of visual technigues
e Did not follow instructions related to size
Elementary ability to represent: 1
e  Attempting to use one or more visual techniques
e  Submitting a representation on paper
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Speech:

I'd like you to think about some of the experiences that might have left you troubled or
damaged, you might be grieving or might have just failed a test. Whatever it be,
everyone has suffered one way or another, and in my eyes the more you have suffered,
the stronger and more resilient a person you are. Kahlil Gibran once said “Out of
suffering have emerged the strongest souls; the most massive characters are seared
with scars.” This perfectly sums up Billy Luckett, the young man who's just trying to
belong. Throughout the book we are given glimpses into Billy’s current and previous life,
his abusive dad and dysfunctional life in Wentworthville. And after everything he has
withstood, he emerges strong, and happy in Benderat with Old Bill and Caitlin. All the
main characters in this verse novel have suffered emotionally and mental!/ but because
of their pasts they all have a common attribute to further build a relationship on.

Billy’s alienation may be partly due to his lack of a mother figure in the house but is
predominantly because of his dysfunctional relationship with his apathetic father, who :
destroyed Billy’s/$ense of belonging in Wentworthville. We get a glimpse into the nature

of the relaticyéj between Billy and his dad in the chapter ‘Spent’, where Herrick uses

a flashback™fechnique:"he gave me a backhander when i was only ten”. As actions

speak louder than words, his dad’s negative impact on billy’s mora! right to 'belong’ is

made apparent when Billy chooses to leave home instead of continuing to live with his
abusive father.

Billy's experiences can be contrasted to Caitlin’s satirical emptiness in the middle of
wealth provided to her by her father. Both characters can relate in a way that they don't
feel a sense of belonging in their community but their experiences of how this came /
about is dramatically different, therefore resulting in varied views towards people. /
Herrick explores this idea when Billy and Catlin meet for the first time at McDonalds,

each having a different view upon another. Billy’s being very judgemental as he initially
“hated” her because of her “shiny watch and her perfect hair”, he knew she was rich.

But from Caitlins perspective she originally wanted to confront Billy and tell him “put that
food back”, but almost instantly realises “How stupid is that?”, she just smiled at him
instead. And from then all judgements are abandoned as they both realise they're in

love. In the chapter ‘Billy’, Herrick foreshadows their future together when Billy says to
himself, “Her eyes were pale green/and they seemed to know/ something | did

subtly hinting that she was also interested in him. 7 “E\ d\b’U“ 1€
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Billy and Caitlin are both escaping frgm the emotional pain from their associated
_ (’ families, Billy's being more sevegihat Caitlin’s, and as a result both characters become
[‘ “alienated but are later re-connected through their shared negative experiences and
\}become stronger people as of it. The_ellw lack of harmony within family becomes a
catalyst that further strengthens Billy and Caitlin’s bond as it is based on mutual
3-,- acknowledgments of each other’s circumstances. This bond is metaphorically
‘" U expressed as Billy reflects on how he feels about Caitlin. He compares their relationship
~ \ to: “a circuit of plans with Caitlin at the centre, and me a badly dressed satellite spinning

crazily in her orbit”, the bond is symbolised as gravity: the force by which something
draws objects toward its center. Their intimacy is made clear to us by Herrick when he
uses the euphemism: “I know what would happen and | know what | would want to
happen”. The repetition of ‘happen’ asserts their understanding of what love really is
and how it has developed from when they first met; unconditional and selfless.

Billy and Caitlin can connect on different levels because of their unique and troubling
backstories. Herrick represents Billy the way he does because he wants to show how
resilient he has become since leaving his dad's house and moving to benderat, looking
for a better life. And Caitlin finally breaking free from the expectations of her rich parents
and spending her life with Billy.“Out of suffering have emerged the strongest souls”.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ViOBA72ESrPzCo_g0318e391VDEMG)IGdgglTc-n46k/edit
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MatkingChiterlas = 2 2 el 0 o 0 1 NMark |

-;,j? Demonstrates a highly developed ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis
e ' Demonstrates a highly developed ability to structure and express information for a specific

purpose 15
e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to use discerning language techniques that addresses 14
the thesis 13
o Demonstrates a highly developed ability to use discerning textual evidence that addresses the
thesis

e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their
o representation
(” o W,ﬁDemonstrates a well-developed ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis B
“Demonstrates a well-developed ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose

/-“;.

Demonstrates a well-developed ability to use diverse language techniques that addresses the
thesis 12
é”- Bemonstrates a well-developed ability to use relevant textual evidence that addresses the thesis 1"1“\
s~ Demonstrates a well- developed ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their {’:9
representation S .
e Demonstrates a sound ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis C

e Demonstrates a sound ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose
@emonstrates a sound ability to use relevant language techniques that addresses the thesis
Demonstrates a sound ability to use relevant textual evidence that addresses the thesis
o Demonstrates a sound ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation

~ 00 ©

Demonstrates a limited ability to address the quotation and/or develop a thesis
Demonstrates a limited ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose
Demonstrates a limited ability to use relevant language techniques that addresses the thesis
Demonstrates a limited ability to use textual evidence that addresses the thesis
Demonstrates a limited ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation

o

B4 -]

Demonstrates an elementary ability to address the quotation

Demonstrates an elementary ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose

Demonstrates an elementary ability to use language techniques that addresses the thesis

Demonstrates an elementary ability to use textual evidence that addresses the thesis

Demonstrates an elementary ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation
©or does not refer to visual techniques used
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% Demonstrate the ability to compose and deliver a sophisticated speech
% Demonstrate a sophisticated ability to comment on ideas and use textual evidence and techniques

Outcome Outcome Description
Sl | responds to and composes increasingly complex texts for understanding, interpretation,
: | analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure

2 uses and evaluates processes, skills and knowledge required to effectively respond to and

: compose texts in different modes, media and technologies

Fooo | analyses and uses language forms, features and structures of texts, considers

5 | appropriateness for purpose, audience and context and explains effects on meaning

4 | applies knowledge, skills and understanding of language concepts and literary devices into

_ new and different contexts
5 thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and analytically to respond to and compose

| texts that include considered and detailed information, ideas and arguments
: investigates and explains the relationships between texts
Tl | understands and explains the diverse ways texts can represent personal and public worlds

o |

8 | identifies and explains cultural assumptions in texts and their effects on meaning
giins [ reflects on, assesses and monitors own learning and develops individual and collaborative
i : processes to become an independent learner
Name of Student: /46“’0 (5 m . Marking Grid: Visual Representation *
Marking Cr:teria e | Mark
‘ nghly developed ablllty to represent the developed theSIS by mcorporatlng
5
e Adiversity of effective visual techniques which may include layout, symbolism,
images/graphics, font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques.
s Instructions of size (A4) as indicated by the task or on PowerPoint slide
Well- developed ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating:  *
e A diversity of suitable techniques which may include layout, symbolism, images/graphics, 4
font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques.
e Instructions of size (A4) as indicated by the task or on PowerPoint slide
Sound ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating:
s Some adequate visual techniques which may include layout, symbolism, images/graphics, (3 \
font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques. \._m/ f
e Instructions of size (A4) as |nd|cated by the task or on PowerPomt slide
Limited ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating:
2
e Superficial or overly clichéd use of visual techniques
e Did not follow instructions related to size
Elementary ability to represent: 1
s  Aftempting to use one or more visual techniques
=  Submitting a representatjpn on paper
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Aaron Mattes The Simple Gift Speech

Gibran once said “ ... the most massive characters are seared with scars.” Howeévef that does

not mean one must have suffered or has to suffer to create or grow a character. Hello today i will

be talking about Steven Herricks verse novel “ The Simple Gift” in which you have the

characters i will be looking at today being Billy the first character we are introduced to in the

book and learn has gone through much pain and suffering, and Caitlin who has gone through

almost no suffering as far as we are made aware. Yet both are characterised meaningfully

through other means such as their interactions with others and the circumstances they find

themselves in, and by-thee e feel connected fo each character and their story

en though one hardly suffers throughout. 7 cony adichon ”

The first character | will be looking at is Billy who supports Gibran‘s\statement as it is heavily
suggested from the very first page of the book that he has suffere mensely throughout his
life yet still leaves to pursue having a better life than the one he could have in nowheresville
which during his last goodbyes to it says “This place has never looked so run down ... My street.
My suburb | take a handful of rocks ... | throw one rock on each deadbeat no-hopper shithole
lonely downtrodden house.” This quo e poem longlands road shows us Billy’s

An element of a story that can seem almost necessary for characterisation is suf? as Khalil

How

frustration with the environment he grew felt.in'the enjambment from the word 0[ ves
house. This along with the abuse that we are told he has recei is abusive father Rt 5
represented here characterises him as resilien determined while still making us P yj

sympathetic to him as his situation is so poor. The other element of characterisation that takes rocld
place in the first chapter is establishing that while he doesn't like school he enjoys learningand ~ ( ho w
reading shown in the poem Westfield Creek where he says “ | failed every year 10 subject it l

except English. | can read. | can dream... | learned all | need to know in the books on the banks \

of Westfield Creek, my favorite classroom.” By telling us his mindset for learning we see that Vesillen Q?
though he is what one would call a dropklc"§13 is no idiot and remains determined and focused

on his dreams. The last key element of Biltf’s characterisation is his resourcefulness lm h |
gives him the energy and resolve to follow through with his dreams. Many quote$ j j
but the one | chose happens in the poem The kid where Old Bill says “He’s got me waking up

early and eating a decent breakfast.” This perfectly shows Billy’s resilience as the change Old

Bill sees in himself is directly caused through the persistence of Billy since the day the met, )6t

only this but it brings all of the points mentioned above together and ties them with the quote |

was given as because of his past experiences thim he grew as a person

characterising himself meaningfully as kind, resilientand resourceful.

her
hat-drives

Opposing Gibra ' tatement on suffering is Caitlin who even though scarring is there fr
father's lack ofs in Caitlins own words he is “too rich for his own good.” It is ng

her character arc throughout the story. What actually characterises her is how
people and grows from hearing their stories and experiencing things with them. Now | will admit
out of the three characters that could be chosen she would probably be the least interesting in
terms of her personal story but she is still characterised extremely well by Herrick. We are first

hitps://docs.google.com/document/d/10obnSOhOPfyyCgAx-Ywh4-5krexTy52gWdBRNTwx7 Gw/edit 1/2
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introduced to her from her perspective while she works her shift at Maccas in this first poem we
learn she doesn't enjoy her time but keeps at it for the goal of going to uni in fact she even
states “l can't wait to go to University so | can leave home...” This poem as a whole
characterises her as a person with a defined sense of what she considers right making her more
likeable. Another part that plays into this is her almost immediate acceptance of Billy as though
she thinks some of his actions seem weird because of the situation he is in she doesn’t think
any less of him endearing us to her further. Over time more of Caitlin character is slowly
revealed to us through her retellings of past and current events within the story. For example
she in the poem the mop and bucket she recalls “I asked him out for a date on Saturday a picnic
anywhere he wanted.” The confidence she displays here places this image in front {usﬁfe SO
easy to imagine and relate to that the characterisation at this point | would argue is-better than
either of the Bills from the perspective of pure imagery set up within her introduction. Real
character growth only takes place in Caitlin once in the story after she is confronted with the full
reality of Billy's living condition when she observes him giving Old Bill breakfast. When she
returns shortly after to speak to Billy his words make her feel “... more ashamed, more
determined to sit with him...” . By sitting with Billy and discussing his relationship with old she
realises her immaturity saying “...and i realised that Billy was sixteen years old and already a
man and | was seventeen, nearly eighteen and still a schoolgirl.” This self awareness shows her
maturity and grows and reinforces her morals making that aspect of her characteriS}tﬁ{
stronger without suffering directly opposing the given statement.

All in all Khalil Gibran’s statement that “Out of suffering have emerged the strongest souls;the
most massive characters are seared with scars.” Is to a level a very accurate statementi
doesn't apply to all characters as proved by Gadtlm who we learn about and see grow thro

her interactions with people that challenge her worldview but do not make her suyffer. A l
Serve jve (onnot=ahor O]C-he_ wovd amp teJ
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Marking Criteria | Mark
A
e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis
¢ Demonstrates a highly developed ability to structure and express information for a specific
purpose 15
e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to use discerning language techniques that addresses 14
the thesis 13
¢ Demonstrates a highly developed ability to use discerning textual evidence that addresses the
thesis

e Demonstrates a highly developed ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their
_.._representation

f-_{Demonstrates a well-developed ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis B

\_'___..\ Demonstrates a well-developed ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose

-ijemonstrates a well-developed ability to use diverse language techniques that addresses the

"

thesis 12
_»__Demonstrates a well-developed ability to use relevant textual evidence that addresses the thesis (;ﬁ?
| « Demonstrates a well-developed ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their 10

‘representation

e Demonstrates a sound ability to address the quotation and develop a thesis C
o Demonstrates a sound ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose
_e_..Demonstrates a sound ability to use relevant language techniques that addresses the thesis
( T:bemonstrates a sound ability to use relevant textual evidence that addresses the thesis

o Demonstrates a sound ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation

~l 0 ©

Demonstrates a limited ability to address the quotation and/or develop a thesis
Demonstrates a limited ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose
Demonstrates a limited ability to use relevant language techniques that addresses the thesis
Demonstrates a limited ability to use textual evidence that addresses the thesis
Demonstrates a limited ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation

) - ) (w )

m

Demonstrates an elementary ability to address the quotation

Demonstrates an elementary ability to structure and express information for a specific purpose
Demonstrates an elementary ability to use language techniques that addresses the thesis
Demonstrates an elementary ability to use textual evidence that addresses the thesis
Demonstrates an elementary ability to explain the use of visual techniques in their representation
or does not refer to visual techniques used
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% Demonstrate the ability to compose and deliver a sophisticated speech
* Demonstrate a sophisticated ability to comment on ideas and use textual evidence and techniques

Outcome Outcome Description
1 responds to and composes increasingly complex texts for understanding, mterpretatmn
| analysis, imaginative expression and pleasure
2 uses and evaluates processes, skills and knowledge required to effectively respond to and
: | compose texts in different modes, media and technologies
3 | analyses and uses language forms, features and structures of texts, considers
e | appropriateness for purpose, audience and context and explains effects on meaning
4 : applies knowledge, skills and understanding of language concepts and literary devices into
: | new and different contexts
il : thinks imaginatively, creatively, interpretively and analytically to respond to and compose
| texts that include considered and detailed information, ideas and arguments
6 | investigates and explains the relationships between texts
ey | understands and explains the diverse ways texts can represent personal and public worlds
8 | identifies and explains cultural assumptions in texts and their effects on meaning
9 | reflects on, assesses and monitors own learning and develops individual and collaborative
- processes to become an independent learner

Name of Student: S{‘Q, O\ruz n . Marking Grid: Visual Representation'
: ‘Markmg Cnteria i g Mark
Highly developed ability to represent the develeped thesns by mcorporatlng
( 5 )
e A diversity of effective visual techniques which may include layout, symbolism, ) ,.-/
images/graphics, font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques.
e Instructions of size (A4) as indicated by the task or on PowerPoint slide
Well- developed ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating: -
o A diversity of suitable techniques which may include layout, symbolism, images/graphics, 4
font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques.
e Instructions of size (A4) as indicated by the task or on PowerPoint slide
Sound ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating:
e Some adequate visual techniques which may include layout, symbolism, images/graphics, 3
font, proportion, vectors and other significant techniques.
e Instructions of size (A4) as mdlcated by the task or on PowerPomt slide
Limited ability to represent the developed thesis by incorporating:
2
o Superficial or overly clichéd use of visual techniques
e Did not follow instructions related to size
Elementary ability to represent: 1
e  Attempting to use one or more visual techniques
e  Submitting a representation on paper ) 0 ] ) 7
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The Simple Gift
By Stephen Chen — 5k\\{"/\"\ Jrl-,ow\ m

We've all read interesting stories, novels and plays that are able to develop meaningful
characters through their scars afid experiences; yet, as a free verse novel, “The Simple Gift” is
able to achieve these qualities. By accentuating the loss of familial bonds, the emergence of
\  Mmaturity and new ambitions, Steven Herrick establishes growth within the characters. Herrick
creates meaningful character development with his command over metaphors, contrast and
«ﬁ He is able to realise authentic characters the reader can relate to from their own

)?V:b
“;\;)LT experience.

The novel follows the journey of a teenage boy named ‘Billy’ as he escapes his father's
clutches. His father is the catalyst to Billy’s loss of familial bonds; in the poem ‘Sport-his father
“‘gave me a hard backhander/across the face/slammed the door on/my sportj
Herrick's use of metaphor establishes the abusive relationship Billy

ther, offset in later chapters

rein strangers develop a closer bond than his father coulé”The action of slamming a door in

the quote connotes a damaged, vengeful relationship with his father. This incident justifies H
b o Billy's motive to leave home. The time taken for Billy to finally escape his abusive home 25 5‘*"3‘)}”
? \i ¢ represents his innocence, still seeking love and affection. Billy's escape itself signifies his W 0 f’
7% maturity as he finally leaves his father, cutting all emotional ties. How 11 is ) S W0
\; - atvve ? Exflam . ole

wh‘ "3 I have chosen to portray Billy as a coneflower. This specific flower}seﬁ of its purple colour
q‘\' ‘DJ ‘during the winter, acting as a parallel to the emotional deprivatior enacted by his father. The ye

o
() » scattered petals in Billy’s father represent the ambitions and goals he plucked from Billy when
ne(z K he was young. Instead of letting his ‘flower’ flourish, its growth was curtailed by his actions.
Coneflowers are able to be nurtured back to full bloom in spring, where Old Bill's emotional V\”‘
maturity is developed ‘ e Tag
Yy ped. , | rehy©
7
hovY

Bill is introduced as a homeless man drinking away his sorrows. He is characterised as through

The emergence of maturity is explored as he meets Old Bill. In the poem “The hobo hour”, Old
/?o«nking addiction, representing a certain social and emotional prejudice held towards the

omeless. How many times do we walk past a homeless person, assuming they are the way
‘\‘ they are because of drugs or drinking? It is revealed in “That bloody kid”, where he states that “I
haven't worked in years/ | haven't done anything in years”, further pressing the agenda of
addiction for the reader. Herrick uses common stereotypes to slowly eveiog( e reader’s
assumptions of Old Bill, creating a stronger contrast when the scar: nc%vered. Old Bill defies
the common conventions of a homeless person has, owning not only a house but a once
respected profession. In “Sorry”, Old Bill is now employed at a cannery. In “That bloody kid”, Old
Bill states, “I'm not drinking so much/and | can’t smoke in the Cannery”, implying a change of

mindset and attitudes. Old Bill shatters the stereotypes of the homeless such as the addiction
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and poverty. As coneflowers being nurtured back to full bloom, Old Bill's growth apd aewly
forged memories with Billy are represented by the new petals on the coneflowers. The expert
use of scars and development have allowed them to finally bloom and blossom into their
respective colours and ambitions. Old Bill is represented by the green hue as the colour

embodies the concept of renewal. mnt?\ v \$ —\-\L (71(0(9{1 P

As Billy and Old Bill becorté confident in thei found selves, they begin to develop new
ambitions to fit theirnew ideals and attitudes. Tn the poem “Billy”, Billy is given the keys to Old
Bill's home:416 is able to discover his new ambitions by finally experiencing what he was looking
for, love? Unwilling to lose his newfound ise, hjs Pmbition o.live with Caitlin represents his

i ﬁ’ﬁgc;arg from his father has prevented

realistic growth as a character. Hqécceptance f émotioT
him from mirroring his father’s behaviour and-actions. Old Bill also matures as stated in “A
project”; Old Bill indulges in his past to visit the Great Barrier Reef, choosing not to forget his
daughter and wife as he did before. Instead, he embraces and cherishes these memories.
Herrick’s use of symbolism in the line “From taking Jessie's/trip to the ocean”, reflects his
acceptance of their deaths and their scars; he is taking the journey she never could and carrying
their burden. The events are depicted in the Coneflowers’ development of new colours; this
period of newly developed ambitions and dreams are symbolised by the heat and the burning
sun of the summer. As both Billy and Old Bill become passionate to reach their new goals. |
have decided on this layout as Billy's abusive childhood lasted for a long time, hence
represented by the emphasis on winter in two panels. Autumn is represented in “The hobo sky”,

within the line “and | looked up/into the sky/the deep blue sky/that Old Bill and | shared.”

"Out of suffering have emerged the strongest souls; the most massive characters are seared
with scars." Herrick's free verse novel has been able to explore Gibran’s quote through the
concepts of maturity, ambitions and loss. Billy and Old Bill represent key stages we all face in
our lives, whether it be running away from home or suffering from a loss. The scars and
adversity we face develop us into meaningful people with deep-running scars. We will all face
undesirable circumstances that force us to grow through adversity; and we each find ways to
deal with the challenges and our scars.

https://docs.google.com/ document/d/1 SOUUHMORYrqVdS1tlYcfYu3QHbv53xVAMeW8RzA4fOl/edit 2/2
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Out of suffering have emerged the strongest souls; the most massive characters are
seared with scars. Steven Herrick has represented two major characters, Billy and Old
Bill in his book, ‘The Simple Gift." They are represented to us, in a way that we feel w,
can relate to them but also admire them for what they have gone through and how,
they've emerged from their struggles by becoming better versions of themselves. We
also need to be aware that those struggles are the things that have helped them form,
who they now are and this is what helps us recognise%their scars are what make them
the most massive characters. Through the simple gift of kindness and empathy that is
shared between the two, these characters learn a lot about themselves and one
another, as they go on to discover things they may have not discovered, if they didn’t

cross paths. Lonsbe! phet 9

Billy and Old Bill share a few of the same qualities. We can already see that the
characters have been linked to each other through the narfe choice the author has
made, which is to signify that they are in some way, thé same. Billy is a 16 year old boy
who lives with his abusive father and one da ides to take himself into his own
custody and leaves home to find himsel anoE:er.)Old Bill is a homeless drunk, who
voluntarily opted out of society out of gri gh the loss of his wife and daughter.
Here, we see that the characters are both suffering which gives a motive to the name
choices that are made.

On Billy’s way to finding a new home, he crosses paths with Old Bill in the ‘Freight Yard’
living in the carriage next to the one he is about to make his new home. In the visual,
the crossed train tracks symbolise the train carriages and when Billy and Old Bill meet.
Billy shares ‘the hobo hour’ with Old Bill and hands him a pack of cigarettes. This was a
simple gift of kindness that Billy showed through his actions. The simple gift is a key
recurring motif throughout the novel and in this example, it has been gifted as kindness.
Although Billy was raised by his abusive father, he still manages to bring upon kindness
and this gives us further insight about his character. It tells us that Billy is strong and

he knows what is_right from wrong which indicates his intelligence: Through the action
that Billy ha @ e can admire him, considering hisircumstances. He is kind,
/? /e ert after the struggles he has gone through. moval r"‘j

Billy’s intelligence is also shown through “I'm poor, homeless, but I'm not stupid.”, which
is repeated at the start and end of the poem ‘Lunch’. This shows us that Billy is very
aware about himself. He knows that poor and homeless people may be perceived as
stupid and uneducated, but he knows that HE is not and he tries to eliminate this
stereotype by exploring his awareness through his actions. “For lunch | go to Coles./I
buy a packet of bread rolls,/some cheese and a tomato. Enough for three meals.” With

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LLtgn7heolfUwawR0Ogg5ZUd3L2ZXpi2b68EgmcTmM8o/edit
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the use of short truncated sentences, we detect a sense of Billy’s character. The
language he uses is simple and he proposes his actions through short cut off
sentences. Although Billy uses simple sentence construction which reinforces how he is
straight to the point, this surely highlights his intelligence. Using something this simple
'ﬁ ‘o )( provides us that he doesn’t need to go over his step by step process because he
-\‘\b e already knows it so well. We are apprised that he is resilient and since his father is too
B a—s careless 1o think of him, he knows when he has to take care of himself and this has now
' \n"\' become useful to him in an essential matter. In a way, his nature has overcome his
L ;p"o\\ nurture which is proven when he is able to administer self care, despite his abusive
D'( father. Here in the visual, Billy is bouncing a ball, branded with resilience to represent

his ability to bounce back from hardships, reinforcing how he brings upon his strength.
0,9 W

N
f&‘,\g&‘ When Billy meets OId Bill, we are introduced to an old grumpy hobo, but by the end of
;\I\\ J )the novel he has become an entirely new character. Old Bill just seems like a sad drunk
L\o\\S \9\ hobo, right? But as we progress through the novel, we are exposed to his past which

\)52/ actually tells us how he has gotten here. Old Bill lost his daughter because she fell out
Py of a tree. He carries it as a burden and we can see this in “But look at me./Kids fall out
of trees/all the time./They sprain their ankle,/or get the wind knocked out of them,/but
my Jessie,/my sweet lovely Jessie,/fell/and | fell with her/and I've been falling/ever
since./And this pub,/this beer, these clothes, /this is where | |

Enjambment is used in the poem ‘Old Bill's Fall' tocfeate unique flow which draws
attention to the situation and how Old Bill feels. Tt also explores his irregular sentence
structure which reflects Old Bill's mental state. The words are used inconsistently to
show struggle in placement and this forms the relationship between his character and
the text. We have known Old Bill for 45 pages of the book and yet we hear this about
him at the 46th page! This is an indication of the gradual transition that the author is
trying to make. The knowledge that we progressively gather about Old Bill is integrated
into the choices he makes at the end of the novel. :

As the two share their experiences, they find each other’s presence has had a large

positive impact on one another. We find that Billy in OId Bill's presence actually brings

him out of his old habits and poor lifestyle. “He drinks his ginger beer/ and pulls a face

at its sweetness. He sees me watching him/and says/it's taking awhile/for him to get

used to/the taste of being sober/all day.” is from the poem ‘Drinking by the river’. This

sample utilizes imagery in Billy's point of view to grasp specifically at Old Bill and his — re—wvvnk
reaction to the taste of ginger beer, which ironically isn’t beer. This example captures — i

Old Bill's change as, when we first knew him, he was drinking actual beer and now he's

drinking ginger beer, which forms the notion that he has made a beneficial change,

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1 LLtgnTheolfUwawROgg5ZUd3L2ZXpi2b68EgmcTmMS8o/edit 2/3
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thanks to Billy who gave him the ginger beer. Furthermore, this advises us to recognise
that he is majorly, the reason why Old Bill has developed and changed as a character.
Further in the distance of the visual, you can see that Old Bill's train track is actually
wobbly and as it crosses with Billy’s it becomes straight, to signify how Billy has assisted
Old Bill with his transition.

These characters are recognised because the composer has formed them to help us
understand and explore their struggles and then subsequently justify how they have
resolved or survived them and learnt to live past them. This element that Steven Herrick
produces is what projects ‘the most massive characters’ in ‘The Simple Gift' and it is
what assists us to understand the formation of meaningful characterisation.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1 LLtgn TheolfUwawROgg5ZUd3L2ZXpi2b68EgmcTmMBo/edit a3






